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ADDRESS 


Of the Howourable Theodore Frelinghuysen, before the New-.Jersey 
Colonization Society, at Priaccton, on Tuesday the 16thinst. — 
F sLLow-CiTizens : 

Tt has become my duty in behalf of the New-Jersey Colonization Socie 
fy, to present to your consideration an object which deeply concerns us ag 
a nation and as individuals. It is my desire to exhibit its claims plainly 
and faithfully. You are already apprized that for several years the Ame 
rican Coloniszation Society has beea engaged in establishing a colony on 
the coast of Africa, to serve, not only as an asylum for the victims of the 
slave-trade who might be rescued from their cruel spoilers on the ocean, 
hutalso as a home for the free people of colour in these United States.— 
fhis colony is now located. It has lived through embarrassments and dif- 
ficulties, and as we firmly believe, wants only the cordial co-operation of 
the American people to fix it upon a permanent basis, and eventually to 
effect the complete emancipation of the African race. It has encountered 
mich opposition and more obloquy. But, ia view of all this, -it is a de- 
lightial exercise to trace the Jeadings of Divine Providence in the regulas 
tion and conduct of human affairs, to remark from what unpromising cau- 
ses often fow the most stupendous events, and through what struggling dis- 
couragements the most glorious earthly objects reach their full accoroplish- 
ment. Had a cold, calculating philosopher sat in judgment upon the aus- 
pices of American liberty when our fathers projected that mighty purpose, 
he would, with the confidence of mathematical certainty, have predicted 
defeat and disgrace to so wild and extravagant a scheme. He would have 
reasoned profoundly from causes to eilect, and on every page of his po- 
Ktical theorems pointed to the oinens of disaster But the triufmphant is- 
sue of that purpose, fer forty years we have rejoiced to commemorate.— 
That was the cause of freedom, and, my countrymen, she has other 
claims. As if to exemplify the strange contradictions in the human cha- 
racter, here, where liberty has flourished with singular prosperity, where all 
hearts have been warmed with enthusiasm around her altars; here, by the 
very pillars of this noble temple, has grown up a polluted idol, relieved 
No virtues, and more odious and remorseless than Juggernaut of the hea- 
then. On the same breeze has been borne to the ear the grateful shout of 
American freemen, and the heart-sickening groans of subjugated slaves.—- 
It istime to awake. After all the ingenious sophistry which selfishness has 
enlisted in the service of this abominable traffic, conscience bears one uni- 
form conviction to the heart, that slavery cannot be justified: and while 
exigences of circcumstances properly prevent its prompt abolition, yet the 
duty of gradually removing so tremendeus.a curse, presses upon us with 
all the weight of eternity ; and we rejoice ta perceive that the delusians 
which have hitherto made it tolerable, are dissolving before the light of 
rath, The gloomy cloud which has hung over this unhappy people, B 
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already streaked w ith some cheering rays that betoken a bright and glorion§ 
morning: a morning that will only re ‘ach its meridian splendour i In that ans. 
picious ‘hour when from Maine to St. Mary’s its beams shall not rest on a 
single soul in bondage. 

Among the most formidable prejudices that have tended to repress all 
exertions for the amelioration of the slaves, has been the stranze notion 
that the African was incapable of ipapravemicnt 5 ; that there was an inde. 
scribable something about his natural and moral conformation that forbade 
all hope of his elevation : and that in truth he was born to be a slave. — 
The partial and imperfect experiments of philanthropy, have. sufficiently 
refuted this calumny upon Providence ; but permit me to inquire what has 


occasioned any discouraging symptoms on this subject? We enslave, de. 


grade and oppress a people through m any generations-—shut ont from them 
all the avenues to skill and science—let scorn point its steady finger at the 
whole race, and then we merely let them go—merely say to them, Now 
live and breathe for yourselves, without our aid or countenance 3 and be. 
cause they cannot enter upon and maintain a career which white men have 
learned to course by the viiremitting cares and labors of nursery, the school, 
and the college, they are put down as blanks in creation. —It is as unjust as 
it is unreasonable. 

Violently force away from all their privileges a colony of white men— 
and to ren a nearer parallel in the disruption, break the nearest ties of 
nature and trie pap, load them with chains, hunt them down as outlaws, 
Jet the systems of their education and domestic economy be_ studiously di- 
recied to break their spirits, enervate their minds, and frown away all gene. 
rous emulation, and in what rank in the scale of moral existence think you, 
five generations would place them? Give the African fair play, let his 
functions have fallscope, enlarge his sphere of enterprise, open to his ele. 

vated views the road to fame, and then judge whether his head or bis heart 
be below our standard. Let Touissant, Christophe, Petion, and scores of 
others, distinguished men in science, let the fh urishing ¢é ony of Sterra 
Leone, where fifteen thousand souls are now living under the influence of 
ospel light and rational liberty, enjoying the ni inciples of the mgst favour- 
ed civilized socie ties, and exhibiting in domestic and public life, talents and 

virtues that would not disgrace any village in America, silence for ever this 
cruel prejudice. 

It may not be unreasonable at this time to recollect that we have enter- 
tained erroneous sentiments on this momentous subject, in relation to our 
Southern fellow-citizens. I fear we have sometimes felt indignant, when 
our sympathies would have been more fit; and have we not claimed ina 

spirit of too great complacency, the honor of breaking the shackles of 
slavery, W hen emancipation Was attended by no darigers ? Our laws could 
safely proclaim liberty to the captives 3 no mother’s bosom felt alarm, and 
the sleep of the cradle was not disturbed. But cast your eyes on the cities 

and plantations of the south, and ingenuously tell me, can you in mercy to 
therhselves, ask of your brethren to deluge their land with the horrid scenes 
that would certainly follow the Jiberation of a licentious, ignorant, and v- 
tiated population, restrained by no principles, and with aa bad. passion 
of the heart inflamed. It would in effect, be to ask of them, after ur 
sheathing the sword, to place it in the grasp of rapineand murder, and in- 
goke their vengeance. Let us not forget that duty depends on -relation 
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and circumstances, and when purely abstract in its influence, often wastes. 


itself in the wildness of fanaticism. Suddenly to emancipate the millions 
of the south, and to raise them to the proud‘dignity of freemen in the bo- 
som of their white society, is not their duty; it would be the madness of 
self destruction. But the stern necessity that forbids it, portrays in burning 
characters the awful enormity of the evil, and furnishes the most cogent 
plea for the claims of this Society. ) j 
Let us not be afraid to meet the mischief in all its measures ; it is the 
first step towards a radical reform. Itis true that no domestic palliatives, 
no purely tuternal regulation can reach it; as American citizens, these 


men never can be free: and as American freemen they never would be - 


valuable. Prudence and self preservation forbid the one, and prejudices 
that seem implanted tn the very constitution of our nature, would for ever 
prevent the other. Look through New Jersey—we have long had on our 
rates arespectable number of tree blacks—the last census rose to twelve 
thousand—the experiment has been fairly made—no people have been 
more enthusiastic than ourselves. Perhaps I wrong our sister states of 
New-York and Pennsylvania ; they have for many years labored with a 
generous ardor in this cause. Some of their best men have taken a noble: 
stand on the side of Christian principles ;—their pulpits have justly 
brought to bear on the subject that holy charity, which hails a brother in 
every child of Adain ; their rostrums have echoed with the equal rights of 
man ; their text has been taken from the charter of American liberty.—~ 
Sut what are these unhappy men, and where are they, after all the toils 
of benevolence 7—a separate, degraded, and scorned, and humbled peo- 
ple; with aliue of demurkation drawn, deep and bread, and durabie ‘as 
time. : 

But shall this reproach of freemen be perpetuated ? shall we continue 
an evil of so dreadtul a type, that the last eifurts of Philanthropy oaly ag- 
gravate its character ? To relieve the embarrassments of so gloomy a di- 
lemma had become the subject of great anxiety with the judicious and re- 
flecting friends of Africa. They perceived that slavery, with all their ex-. 
ertions, was still a modified curse, that the manacle and chain had indeed 
fallen from the slave, that he was no longer the beast of burden and the: 
prey of the cart-whip—but the soul was stillin bondage. ‘The fond hope: 
that she would expand with the blessings of freedom, and under these kind- 
ly skies rise to the dignity of intelligence and virtue, had been painfully dis-- 
appointed. Andas if a sun-beam had pointed the only way to complete 
the redemption, the restoration to the land of their, fathers struck the at- 
tention and awakened the interest of a few distinguished philanthropists. — 
And in front of these, Robert Finlay, a name dear to science and piety, 
with a sanctified and ardent zeal appeared to press the claims of his afflicted: 
fellow men. And it is among the happiest incidents of a life much indebted 
to his early counsels, that a grateful pupil is permitted on this interesting. 
occasion, to offer a tribute of humble praise to his venerated memory, and» 
raise my voice in a cause, that was cherished in his latest prayers. It was 
a-project as novel as it was bold and magnanimous. Its difficulties over- 
wielmed the timid and desponding. They ridiculed it as the vision ot 
disordered benevolence, and predicted disappointment and disaster to all 
its schemes. But the men who planned, and who have hitherto sustained 
this colony, were nut to be intimidated by difficulties. They possessed an 
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energy of character aud purpose that only rose in strength as obstactes rose 
to obstruct them. They determined to establish a settlement of manumit, 
ted slaves on the coast of Africa, and I rejoice to assure you, upon the 
most satisfactory authority, that the plan is practicable. It ts demonstra- 
ted by actual and successful experiment. A colony of freeand happy At 
ricans are now enjoying the delights of home and a rational existence under 
the protecting auspices of this society. The honored men who have stood 
by this struggling settlement through its darkest periods, have indeed ex- 
perienced ridicule at home, and disasters ahroad ; but with untireing en- 
ergy and patience, they have prosecuted this sacred enterprise. They 
committed their cause to God, and he has brought them successfully 
through the embarrassments, which try the faith, and discipline the pas 
tience in every noble effort. The desponding predictions of those timi¢ 
spirits who only feel secure while they can keep the eye upon a guide-post, 
or beacon ahead, have been signa}ly thwarted by the happy results of this 
project of genius and humanity. At this very moment, nearly three hun- 
dred American slaves are conductirg the economy of police and govern. 
ment atthe American colony of Liberia. No finger of scorn there, te 
drive back tothe heart the rising emotions of manly independence : no in- 
vidious contrasts to keep in constant remembrance their degradation, and 
to extinguish every hope of their elevation—they feel, and act, and labor 
as men. “ They have now a stake inthe hedge ;” they feel incentives to 
honorable exertion, springing from every domestic. relation, and when the 
husbandman brushes with his early footsteps the morning dew, bis walk 
is the stately step of a conscious freeman. 

Let it not be supposed that we view in any other Hight, than that of an 
honourable co-operation, the liberal and munificent offers from the Presi- 
dent of Haytt. We bid them God speed, but we must still be permitted to 
urge the superior claims of the National Society, as embracing a much 
greater compass of good, more extensive in its influence, and more fixed 
and permanent in its objects. And besides, the trespass was committed 
against the continent, and to the continent let retribution be made. There 
it was that a father’s tears were wrung by human cannibals tearing trom 
him the child of his old age ; there it was that distracted mothers groaned 
and supplicated and cried fur vengeance, and there let America pay her 
recompense. Let the same canvass that bore from her shores ber stolen 
children, re-visit that ill-fated country with her Jong Jost sons. Suffer not 
the ardour ofa just and enlightened zeal to be chilled by the suggestion that 
the plan and objects of this society are chimerical. There is no obstacle 
in the way that should for a moment depress the hopes or relax the efforts 
of good men in this cause. Avarice has in twenty-five years robbed from 
this suffering country two millions of her children: and shall Christian 
America, the favoured of heaven, the land of liberty, and enterprise, and 
charity, be told that philanthropy cannot achieve more than this wicked 
spirit. Why, if Africa could now offer in the ear of heartless speculation, 
five hundred dollars a head for each restored captive, how would her vey 
sels groan with the weight of crowded cargoes. We can accomplish this 
desire. Already it begins to animate every bosom. We can send home 
to Africa all her sons, and we must, or endure a reproach that will be the 


shame and the curse of our country. ~ 
But, my fellow-citizens, this society languishes for want of your petunidty 
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gtd. Wis high time to act. We have mourned ever it ; we have deplored 
it as a national curse that was by its weight sinking our energies. Now, a 


door of deliverance is opened. When Greece, subjugated by no fault of* 


ours, lately sent to us her supplication, hew was the appeal answered from 
every city and village? Did Turkish despotism rouse your sympathies ? 
Remember that over Africa the blackness of moral darkness has brouded 
for centuries. Citizens of New Jersey ! we appeal te you. ~ Survey your 
‘cultivated fields, your comfortable habitations, your ¢ebildren rising round 

u to bless you. Who, under providence, caused those hills to rejoice, 
and those vallies to smile P who ploughed those fields and cleared those 
forests ? Remember the toil and the tears of black men, and pay your debt 
to Africa. We have injured, and we mest make reparation: we have 
tempted the wicked cupidity of the slave-dealer ; we have nourished the 
maw of this infernal Moloch. It cried, men—fathers and children, wives 
and mothers,—for money : and we—we—responded money for men.—It 
is recorded against us ; and when Ameriea beholds, flaming from the Eter- 
pal Throne, “ the blood of injured Afriea calls for judgment,” what must 
be our plea ?—Guilty before God. ‘There can be no evasion there. The 
temporising systems of political expediency can have no place. Nothing 
but truth can stand the scrutiny of that searching inquest. ‘Fhe proof will 
be resistless. The smothered groans of the slave ships will come up to con- 
demnus. Is there no angel of mercy to stay the uplifted hand and soften 
the frown of vengeance ¢ Yes, oppressed, heart-broken Africa, elad in 
mourning for her children, appears and pivads,—* Father, forgive them ; 
they have restored my sons 3 the stain of blood is washed away ; the 
shrieks of kidnapped wives have ceased, and on my happy plains have 
been heard the songs of salvation and the voice of praise. I have forgiven, 
and I pray thee forgive.” 

And moreover, a great design of this society concerns the temporal and 
eterna! welfare of fifty millions of our fellow men on that benighted conti- 
nent. The day has come, when our Savivur’s injunction is no longer re- 
garded as a mystical legend, without meaning or authority. — © Ge ye inte 
all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature,” now exerts a kin- 
dred influence with the pkiinest precepts of the Bible. In India, the islands 
of the sea, and our western wilderness, the devoted missionary is proclaime 
tig the glad tidings of peace to the nations that sit in darkness ; and God 
has been pleased by many distinguishing tokens of his favour, to own and 
bless these labours of love. And shall poor, bleeding Africa stretch forth 
her hands in vain ?. Shall her appeal be made to us in vain [—to us who 
have wronged and crushed her ? 

And to evangelize, we mast civilize them. The mists of moral and in-. 
tellectual darkness, still rest upon this unhappy race. The vices of igno- 
rance sunk them below humanity amd prepared them for bondage ; and we 
have reaped the harvest of wretchedness. We knew better. A gracious 
and benignant Being planted us amidst Bibles and Sabbaths and the lights 
of science. Our intercourse for the last century has been constant with 
her coasts. Almost every breeze wafted to her shores our vessels from the 
land of freemen. We sent men with hearts that could feel at home; but 
when they reached the Cango and the Senegal, did they ever feel > Could 
they plead there, for mercy on human misery? Did they ever open to that 
deluded people, the way to peace and virtue and heaven? Did they ever 
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tell them, how happy Christians lived, and what a treasure they might find 
inthe Bible ? Did one of them, ever take his stand against the wasting 
scourge, and in the name of an offended God, say to the destroyer, p Wns 
thy desolations, it is treason against nature? Did they ever, my fellow citi- 
zens—and is it not time? There is no object on this side of eternity, that 
presents more solemnly interesting motives to engage our concern, and the 
process by which to achieve it, is as simple as it will be powerful. Every 
cargo of émancipated black men, that you send home, will be the pioneers 
of their benighted countrymen—may be the instructers of their youth and 
the preachers of righteousness : and when as Christians you remember, 
that the words have Jong since gone forth, that “ Ethiopia shall stretch 
forth her hands unto God ;” when you behold the mighty movements of 
providence, that seem to lead right on the way to those glorious periods, 
‘¢ when a-nation shall be born in a day, when the wilderness shall rejoice 
and the desert be made glad :”’—what more can you need, to urge your 
zealous and efficient co-operation—what more, to encourage your prayers ? 

Christian ! as youlove your Bible, pray for Africa ; and, as you love 
your country, pray that the Lord would awaken ten millions of freemen, 
for one united, decided, and persevering effort to relieve us forever from 
this national reproach.— Ne w-York Observer. 


PORKAGN. 


Rancoon, January 26, 1824. 
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Rev. and very dear Sir, 
We have at last reached the place of our destination. Through all our 


changing circumstances, God bas attended us with his goodness and mercy, 
in the midst of various dangers he has kept us in salety. Blessed be bis 
name. Wereached Rangoon the 5ihof December, and our hearts were 
very much cheered when we saw our dear missionary brethren, and by 
them were conducted to the mission house, which to wanderers as we had 
been fur several months was very welcome. Mr. and Mrs. Judson, in about 
one week after our arrival, leit us for Ava, where they probably have ar- 
rived before this date. ‘Though we much regret the loss of their society, 
and especially their instructions and counsel, we are reconciled to the step 
they have taken, because we have reason to hope it will subserve the de- 
signs of the mission more efiectually if not more directly than any other 
which they could havetaken. Since they left us, we have been using every 
exertion to acquire a knowledge of the Burman language. ‘To be eye wit 
nesses of the moral wretchedness of these Pagans, inspires much anxiety 
forthe arrival of that period in which we shall be able to point out to them 
a more excellent way, and open to their minds those mysteries of the gos- 
pel, of which they are at present as totally ignorant as the beasts that pe- 
rish. 
The Burmans have been called great logicians, but even the most igno- 
rant person, whose mind has been at all enlightened by divine revelutior, 
must perceive the grossest absurdities in their system of religion, not only 
its first principles, but in the results which they deduce from them. ‘Their 
sophistry, I think, is a greater evidence of their determined and wilful 
blindness, than of their superior powers of reasoning. However, when 
we see anv thing in a.heathen that approaclics what would be esteemed a 
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mediocrity among the learned and enlightened, we are astonished, and it 
excites admiration, because it is unexpected. : 

But what is considered a power of logic when found in heathen society, 
frequently amounts to litle more than that which is sometimes discovered 
in ehildren. I mean that kind of inquisitiveness which induces them to 
ask numerous questions upon whatever subject their thoughts happen to be 
carelessly roving. Among the rest will be many which are answerable, on- 
ly because they are absurd. At other times they require that kind of 
proof which the nature of the subject does not admit, both of which are 
avoided by every real logician. - A little knowledge of geography, astrono- 
my, and natural philosophy, (and indeed either of these) would effectually 
overthrow the Burman system of religion. 

Brother Hough has worship at the Zayat on the Sabbath. Many doubt- 
less are restrained from making their real feelings known, from fears of the 
people, but those who have professed the christian religion are not moles- 
ted. 

There is avery great prospect of war between the Burmans and English. 
Robberies are frequent, but as yet we have not been molested. We enjoy 
good health andare happy. Pray for us. 

Yours most affectionately, . 
J. WADE. 
Rev. E. F. Willey. 
Anextract from Mrs. Wade's letter to Mrs. W- ,in Utica. 
Rancoon Misston Howse, Feb. 6, 1824, 








My dear Mrs. W- : 

When | recal those painful and most eventful scenes which I passed with 
you, I am compelled to stand still, and admire the efficacy of that grace 
which has sustained, which has always been sufficient for me. Never till 
Ilost sight of the loved land of my fathers, could [ fully realize how strong 
are the ties of nature. It has sometimes seemed as if a frame of clay, 
must sink under such atrial. But the sweet consolations ef the gaspel are 
truly a firm support. Oceans can never separate me from these, and 
though Heaven and earth pass away, these shall never fail. You have pro- 
bably heard of our pleasant voyage to Calcutta, and all the mercies that 
have attended us. We embraced the first opportunity of a passage to Ran- 
goon, and arrived here in just three weeks from Calcutta. My dear 
friends in America can never realize with what feelings we landed upen 
the heathen shores, and with what joy we ended our wanderings. We 
found the Mission House a dark gloomy place, but it was a welcome, most 
welcome rest from the rolling billows. Since Mr. & Mrs. Judson left us, we 
have had no society but Mr. & Mrs. Hough, to whom we feel much attached. 
We have more temporal comforts than we ever expected, and have excel- 
lent health, and feel contented, cheerful and happy. We have adopted 
plans for dispensing with every unnecessary care, and are resolved to make 
every thing subservient to the acquisition of this language. We feel mere 
and more convinced that the time has come for the cospel to be published 
in this dark empire, and daily more convinced, that God has called us 
here, . 

Several of the converts, are with Messrs. Judson and Price, at Ava, we 
have three with us, andthe rest have fled, to avoid the oppressive taxes, . 
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which they were unable to pay. A few, however, are neat cnough to vist 
us, and attend worship. I prize the visits of the Burman Sisters very 
much indeed. They are very aflectionste, and generally bring soge small 
present, when they visit us. [am sure Lam never so happy as when vit- 
ting upon the matt with the Lurman sisters, speaking the few sentences [ 
have learned, and hearing them answer upon religious subjects. Mamen- 
ta, the first Gmnabe convert has been quite ill since we arrived. She says 
the Holy Spirit makes her mind very well and happy, and the thoughts of 
death are very joyful to her mind, because at death, she shall leave all her 
sins with this sinful body. I'am sure I never saw such manifestations of 
the influence of divine grace, as in some of these ignorant christians. This 
is emphatically a most interesting and eventful period to this mission. The 
door seems opening at Ava, for the permanent establishinent of this Mis. 
sion and the spread of the gospel through this empire. We think of the 
Theological Semirary at Haiilton, with much feeling, and deep anxiety, 
1 trust “the cloudy pillar,” rests upon it, and that it will be a lusting blessing 
tothe world. We fondly anticipate the dav when some of those beneficia- 
ries shall joia us. 

I feel most sensibly, with all the missionaries here, the importance of 
young Missionaries being sent as soon as possible, that they may he pte- 
paring to fill the places of those whom God may be pleased to call Home 
We are so much engaged in the language, that we hardly think of priva- 
tions and sacrifices. [ am sure that life never looked so desirable to me, as 
since T have had the prospect of instructing these neglected females.— 
Please to remember us affectionately to oar friends, and permit me to svb- 
scribe myseif, Yours, most affectionately, 


DEBORAH S. WADE. 


The following distressing intelligence is copied from a Calcutta paper. 

We beg to direct the attentiou of our readers to an interesting letter, wil’ 
which we have been favoured, trom Mrs. Hough, (the wife of the Amer! 
ean Missionary at Rangoon, who was de puted by the Burmese to negotiat 
terms, ) addressed to her daughter, a young lady, at the se minary of Mai 
Lawson and Mrs. Pearce, in C alcutta. The affec ting yet artless simplicity ; 
of the detail cannct fail to interest every reader, and to carry convictiofy 
that the horrors of the scene it describes, are faithfully depicted. 

“ Rangoon, May 14, 1824.—The English bave taken Rangoon, anf 
we through mercy, are spared to tell you the joy ful news. I thought, three 
days ago, that by this time you would have been an or phan.— Monday 
10th, news of the arrival of the English fleet at the mouth of the river, wa} 
brorght to Rangoon, but we could not believe it, not that we thought it inf 
possible, but we have been often deceived with lille reports, and placed 0 
dependence on any thing we heard. Nearly all the English gentleme 
were dining in Lansag’s (a Spanish gentleman’s) garden, and before the 

had finished their dinner, they were conveyed to the King’s godown a 
confined in chains. We thought that Mr. Hough and Mr. Wade woul 
escape, being Americans ; but while we were at tea, a king’s linguist, will 
about twelve men, escorted them to the godowns and put them with the oth¢ 
foreigners. Our servants nearly all took the alarm, and Mrs. Wade aid 
mntyself spent a sleepless and wretched night in this lonely place, with ong 
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four servants in the house with us. *Moung Sheva ba kept by us, and 
ail prayed with us, which was no small consolation. The other ‘Christians 
“ite vent off. Tuesday morning, we sent Mr. Wade and Mr. Hough some 


breakfast, and haped f or a line or two, but they were not permitted to write. ca 


L4 
4 - 
<<“ «we 





ay J wrote to Mr. Sarkis, begging him to use his influence with the Govern- . 
wi ment, to have Mr. Hough and Mr. Wade released, as they were Ameri- ) 
a eins. He replied that ' :red for himself, that he had done all he could, | 
OBE bic in vain. We th: ei we would go into town, and if we could not com- | 
OBS fort our husbands, soffer with them 3 ; but the town was crowded, and 

e Moung Sheva ba theaght he should either be seized, or not permitted to | 
“es enter the godewn. Abont one o’clock, P. M. the fleet came up to town, L. 
4 and received a shot from the Burinans. They returned two for one, and hi} 
nt in a few moments every soul cf the Burmans touk what they could and fled. i 
wt The English prisoners had each an executioner over them, who was order- 

YY Oe cdto strike off their heads, when the first English gun was fired ; but they 


5 BM were so frightened that they crouched down in one corner of the room, ex 
nocting the whole roof to fall upon them, and the tbird fire made them force 
§ the door and run mway : they however fastened it Upon the outside. Not 
e of : long after, the prisone rs were taken out to be executed. Your papa pro- 

posed going to the fleet for terms of peace, which the Burmans were about 


’ 
— St Pe 


me, assenting to, when the firing commenced again, and the Yawoon with his 
Wa Be officers ran away, dragging ‘the poor chained prisoners after them. Your 
P08 BP papa and Mr. Wade were chained together, stripped of all their clothes, 
S—- B® except shirt and pantaloons, ( ‘Mr. W nite! s shirt was taken from him ) not 
sud: BP even their hats were left, their arms were tight corded behind, and am exe- 
@ cationer kept hoid of the rope. In this dreadful situation Mrs. Wade and 
LE. OF myself saw thes from the window of a little hut to which we had fled, ex- 


pec ting every moment to be bound and treated inthe same Way. George 
ran out after your papa, who sent him back. ‘The prisoners were taken 





TB about balf way to the great Pagoda, when ihey released Mr. Hough, and 
Wi) Oe cent him to the English fleet, thongh not without his first promising to pro- 
ini cure terms of peace. He west to the Commodore, on board H. M. ship 
wtiate Lifey, w bi aeiet terns were, that all che white prisoners should be immediate- 
Mrs ly released, and if one drop ef their blood were spilt, the whole country 
licity B® should be dusdlated by fireand sword. He went back with this message ; 
CURE bt not being able to find either the Yaywoon or the English prisoners, he 
PM retarned, and in the eve ning [saw him for the first time, after he left ‘the : 
5 Ain! | house on Monday evening. Mr. Wade and the other prisoners were re- it if 
three jeased by the Enelish the next day about noon. Mrs. Wade and myself } 
ndaj, OB satiered every thiug, but imprisonment and death ; andthe scene in the ve- iE 
> WE randah of the Portueuese C hurch, to which we first fled, was beyond all te 
1 UE description. Mrs Turner, Mrs. Snowball, and hundreds of the Portuguese ie 
ed ORS crowded together. Mrs. Wade and myself pet on Burman clothes and § 
emt he mineled with the rest. When the E nelish landed we went out, and put 
they ourselves under their protection. ‘They treated us with pity and affection, 








n _ took us into town with them, where we met your papa in the evening, and 
~ ou Wediesday returned to the Mission House, where we found every thing 
, wil nearly as we left it, A few things were stolen from the cook house, our 


, ra 

ee horses were gone, and our cows we expect to lose, as they have not yet re- 
e ai) 

1 ont * Moung Sheva ba, a native Christian, who was baptized iu April, 1820.---He is 
. ‘Assistant ia the Mission. 
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turned to the house, which we expected to have found plundered of every 
thing, and feel thamkful to ovr merciful Father, that he spared us these com. 
forts of which so many are deprived. 

“ Thus have I endeavoured to give you some idea of what we have suf. 
fered, but this is written in the greatest hurry, and goes by H. M. Ship 
Liffey, to Madras.” 








Letter from the Rev. Pliny Fisk, Missionary to Palestine, to one of the 
Editors of the New-York Observer. 
Beyroor, June 10, 1824. 
My Dear Sir : 

Though I am removed far from my native country, yet I feel a lively j in- 
terest in the accounts I receive, from time to time, ‘of what is going on 
there. ‘Lhe measuresthat are adopted, the questions that are agitated, the 
subjects that are discussed, all interest me, and often the more in conse- 
quence of my tees and my acquaintance with foreigners. Reading 
our periodical publications with men of other countries, has often led me 
to take new views of the character, customs, government and religion of 
my countrymen. I have read with mingled emotions an article in No. 16 
of your paper, extracted from the Richmond E vangelical and Literary 
magazine, “ on the intellectual character of our clergy.” ‘The perusal of 
this article has led me to wish that a subject of such im portance to the 
churches at home and to missions abroad, might be presented tu the public 
in a different light. I have neither the time nor the ability to do, what I 
wish some @ne would do in this respect. But I wish to present a few hints 
for the consideration of yourself and your readers. 

Need [say that nothing is farther from my heart than the wish to dimia- 
ish the efforts that are making to iniprove “ the intellectual character of our 
clergy 7” {f such a remark be necessary, I make it with the utmost sin- 
cerity. But Leould wish that the impression might be made move fully 
and more practically on the minds of all, who are concerned in preparing 
young men for the ministry, that itis eminent hcliness rather than highly 
cultivated intellect, which God has honoured and still honours with success 
in his service, 

Itis said, in favour of teaching young men literature and the sciences 
preparatory to the ministry, that the a postles themselves were trained, three 
years at least, in the school of Christ, before they received their last com- 
mission. True, but what sort of training was that ? What did they learn 
in the school of Christ ? grammar, rhetoric, logic, philosophy, mathe- 
matics, astronomy, or the fine arts ? Was not their time spent rather in a 

hractical stady of religion, in learning humility, self-denial, patience, zeal, 
faith and love, in learning to pray, and preach and eutles ? What does this 
prove then, if not that moral, religious, spiritual culture, training and div 
cipline are the proper preparatives ‘for the Christian ministr y? 

The same thing is forcibly taught in what Paul has said about the qualifi- 
cations for the sacred office: * A bishop must be blameless, the husband 
of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt 
to teach, not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre ; but pa- 
tient, nota brawler, not covetous, nota novice, not self-willed, not soon 
angry, alever of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate, holding fast the 
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faithful word, as he hath been taught, that he may be able, by sound doo» 
trine, both to exhort and to convince "the gainsayers.” Now what impres- 
sion is all this calculated to make on the mind, unless it be this, that Paul’s 
reat anxiety was, that the men who were introduced into.the ministry 
should be, not men who had read attentively the Greek classics, or studied 
the diflerent philosophical systems of the age, or become acquainted with 
the whole circle of human learning, but men whose hearts had been re- 
newed by the Holy Spirit, and whose character and habits had been form- 
edto practical godliness and holy living ; men who had made more than 
ordinary attainments in Christian experience, and were thus “ able to com- 
fortthem which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith they them- 
selves are comforted of God.” Real} liy then it does seem to me that the 
question, when we contemplate the prospects ef the church, is not, how 
many well educated ministers are there ? but, how many coanzelical, min- 
isters are there > Not how many who have received the honours of a col- 
lege, but how many who have received the spirit of Christ ? Not how ma- 
ny are able “ to conduct a class of grammar boys through Czsar’s Com- 
mentaries,” or through Homer’s Iliad, but how many are able and disposed 
faithfully to warn the wicked, guide the j inquiring, and comfort the afflicted P 

Permit me here to ask whe ther the American Education Societies have 
not, inthis respect, fallen into a dangerous mistake ? In estimating the 
number of competent ministers, the question has been decided by the de- 
gree of education and inteilectual culture possessed by the individual ; and 
conseq: rently, Arminians with all their frigid formality, and Arians and 
Socinians with all their infidelity, have been enumerated as competent min- 
isters, while many, very many unlearned men who know the truth as it is 
in Jesus, and preach it faithfully and successfully, though perhaps awk- 
wardly, are rejected as unworthy to be enumerated among the ministers of 
Christ. Would Paul have madea classification of ministers on this princi- 
ple? Had he been catled to make a classification and report the number 
of competent ministers, or to examine candidates for the ministry, what 
questions would he have asked 7 “ is the man learned ?” or “ Is he holy : sé 
© 1s he eloquent?” or “Is he blameless 7” “Is he a persevering student and a 
man of cultivated taste 7” or ** Does he hold fast the faithful word 7” “ Has 
he acclassieal style 7” or “Is he nof greedy of filthy lucre ?” * Does 
he know Algebra ?” or “I, he a lover of hospit: lity +” * Can he ealcu- 
lite an eclipse ? >”? or “Can he govern his own house well 2??? If an Education 
Society wishes to inform the public low many ministers there are in the 
conntry, who have had a liberal education, let them do so, 

Bat if they wish to let the public know how many ministers there are 
who possess th e essential and indispensable qualifications for the work, let 
them judge of characters and qialiitcatious for the work, let them judge 
of characters and qualidcations by the principles and _ pre cepts of the Gos- 
pel. Since leaving America i have had frequent opportunity to converse 
with [english Christians, aud the subject of conversation has often been the 
religious prospects of our respective countries. A pious churchman tells 
me with the liveliest joy, not that unprecedented efforts are making to im- 
prove * the intellectual character of their clergy,’ but that the number of 
evangelical ministers is rapidly increasing boih in the established church. 
and atnong dissenters. All the En, clish Christians with whom I have con- 
versed, have made their classification of the clergy on this principle, and 
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their question has been, “ Ifow many ministers are there who truly preach 
the Gospel : a4 

I have neither the time nor the books requisite for a particular examina- 
tion of Ecclesiastical History, in reference to this subject. The results of 

a therough and impartial investigation would net fail to be interesting. — 
We should be glad to know how far learned and how tar unlearned mer 
were employed in maintaining and propogating evangetical trath during the 
three first centuries,—among ‘the Waldeases and Albigenses, and in Eng. 
land and on the continent, at the time of the Reformation and at subse. 
quent periods, and in spreadiig the Gos; ae among Pagans in more modern 
times. The results of such an investigation would probubly show us. that 
learning, when truly consecrated to the cause of trut h, has been rendered 
a creat blessing to the charch. But, untess I yres atly. mistuke, we should 
see at the same time that “ God hath chosen the foolish things of the world 
to confound the wise: and God hath chosen the weak things of the world 
to confound the things which are mighty.” We should say, as the result, 
that the success of the minisiry depends, not on the degree of learning, but 
on the degree of faithfulness and zeal, which is brought to the werk. Fhe 
great body of Moravian, of Baptist and Methodist missiouaries have gene 
into the field unlearned men. But when or where has the church ever seen 
better soldiers or more glorious successes ? 

For my own part I shall consider the prospects of usefulness for our min- 
isters and missionaries as brightened jest in proportion as [see an increase 
of evangelical holiness and well-directed ze eal, and that too whether the 
time of preparatory study be prolonged or shortened, and whither the 
standard of classical learning be elevated or depressed. If the churches 
do not gaard well against the * pride of human learning, they lave reason 
to fear that God will give them some awful lessons on the subje ct. that he 
may “ stain the pride of all glory and bring into conterspt all the honoeura- 
ble of the earth.” Facts have shown and continue to show abundantly, 
that * the world by wisdem knows not God 3” a man must be taught to 
know him “ not with wisdom of words,” but « by the foolishness of preach- 
ing.” Every time I'turn my thoughts to the present system of education 
in its different branches, I feel fully persvaded that as the millennium ap- 
proaches and the wi wld i Is prepared for its commencement. there will be a 
great change in the whole system of education. Youth will be treated 
more as if they were moral and immortal bemegs, will be educated with a 
more direct reference to the conscience aud the heart; with a view to give 
them correct principles of action, rather than mere speculative notions, for 
the pyrpose of making them eco rather than great. 

Americans cenerally are in no danger of thinking too nignly of foreign 
nations and foreign institutions, in comperison with their own. Yet if J do 
not mistake, they often do this, in particular cases, to answer some special 
purpose, A circular was once p irepared for an Education Sor iety, in which 
the writer stated, that no Christian country on earth was so destitute of re- 
ligious instructers, as the United States: He was led so this conclusion by 
comparing the number of Ecclesiastics in America, and in other countries. 
But be ought to have known that, in most foreign countries, the great body 
of those who are called Ecclesiasties, have no title whatever to be called 
reiigious in-tracters, being neither able nor disposed to teach. ‘The author 
of tne articic waich [ mentioned at the beginning of my letter, seenis to 
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wim that the clergy of the United States, “ for literary and scientific ac- 


quirements, clas sical taste, and intellectu: i force,” willnot beara couipar i- 
son with the clergy of other countries, nur wiih mien of other prefessions hr 
eur own country. 

In regard to the first point, I presume a careful exeniination of fact€ 
would show that the education poss essed by cur clergy, is, (if Imay use the 
terms,) not so monarchical or aristocratical, but more republican and de. 
mocratic. What IT meanisthis. We have not a particular class or select 
company of clergymen, who have carvied learning to so high a pitch, or 
risen so much above the level even of the literati, or produced works se 
mach distinguished for classical taste, scientific learning, or critical acumen 
and research, as the learned bodies of Oxford, Canibridge, and Edinburgtt 
andthe German critics 3; but we have a larger body of respeetably educa+ 
ted men, who diligently employ theit learuing for the promotion of truth, 
holiness, and the salvation of men. We have not so much learning con- 
centrated in the few, but we bave more dispersed among the many. We 
have not so many Popes, Patriarchs, Cardinals and Archbishops, but we: 
have more sound divines, able preachers, and diligent pastors. Ve have’ 
not two Universities, cont: lining twenty colleges each, like Oxford and Came 
bridge, but we lave, what is much better for our country, this number of 
Colleyes dispersed in the diferent states. Inthe !nglisa Universities, the 
man of genius and the diligent student, may make higher attainments than 
full to the lot of graduates trom our Colleges, but the course of study is so 
free, that one is ob/igerd to leara almost nothing. “Phe stadentis not called 
on daily by lis instructer, to answer qnestions about the lectures he has 
heard, or the lessons he has read. There are indeed exsininations, but 
there are many ways of avoiding them, or of getting throagh them, with a 
very sinserQcial knowledge of the subjects. And if it sometimes happens 
in Americk, that‘ a hoy i is considered as ripe for College, who would not 
be allowed a place on the fourth form in an English Grammar School,” it 
happens quite as often, that a young gentleman receives the honours of 
Cainbridge or Oxford, who would not be admitted to the Freshnian clase 
in a-New England College. 

There is an aristocracy of learning in the church of Englend, which 
produces great men 3 but the great body of the clergy are not probab ly 
more learned than the Congregational and I *resbyterian ministers of the 
United St ates, and in the ology and the composition of sermons, to borrow 
an expression from Robert Hall, “ they might very well be sent to school 
tothe ministers of New Enel: i” The education of the dissenting minis- 
ters in England, is certainly much iuferior to that of our clergy. The 
lencth of time spent in preparatory studies, is generally about three years. 
The Baptists and Methodists have a few inen among their ministers, whe 
are more learned than any in the same denominations in America, bu. I 
know not whether this can be said of the creat body of their preachers.— 
J have reason to believe that the number of iliterate preachers, is compara= 
tively as great in England as in the United States. 

Here I wish to institute a c omparison of a different kind. In what coun- 
try is there most learning, among those who are, not merely in name bat 
in fact, ministers of C hrist ¢ For what have weto do to blend and cons 
found the preachers of the true eospel, with those who preach another gos. 
pel, or no gospel at all 3 with tkese who have the form of godliness, “bus 
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deny the power thereof ; with those who deny the Lord that bought them ? 
In this point of view, the churches of America have great cause for thanks- 
giving. Leta man who loves the truth as it is in Jesus, and puts a just es- 
timate on buman learning, make the tour of the Colleges and Theological 
institutions of America, and from an intimate acquaintance with the presi- 
dents and professors, as well as the students, and then let him visit the 
Universities of Europe, and decide where there is most learning truly de- 
voted “to Christ and the-church.” When I speak with my Christian 
friends from Europe, about so many presidents and professors whom we es- 
teem converted men, who are friends to religious revivals, and active in 
promoting them, they hear with surprise, for these are things they have 
very seldom seen or heard, and scarcely dared to hope for in their own Uni- 
versities. 

After all, the subject should be considered by itself, and not compara- 
tively. The question should not be, w hether the clergy of the United 
States are more learned than the clergy of other countries : nor whether they 
are as learned as it is desirable that they should be, for it is admitted that 
an increase of learning among them is devoutly to be desired. Tut the 
question is, whether there is such an alarming deficienc cy inthe iatellectual 
character of the clergy, that, all circumstances considered, this is the great 
ground of complaint, of censure, of lamentation, or of fear and ** deep 
solicitade.” Is this the thing that requires the alarm to be sounded, and the 
friends of Christ's cause to resolve that they will net cease to present their 
views to the public, while they can raise a voice or wield a pen?” Is net 
the standard of literary attainments rising, and rising rapicly too among 
the clergy ? Is there not reason to jear that a great p art of them are ma- 
king much more rapid improvement in ijatellectual than in Christian cha- 
racter? And is not this the circumstance that ought to cause alarm and 
deep solicitude” to every true friend of the church in America 3 and to 
call forth the most vigorous eficrts to improve the Cristian “ character of 
the profession ©” As public opinion now is in America, which are most 
likely to acquire extensive influence, and thus do extensive mischief, 
poise i the sources of public opinion and liberal learning, and thus scad 
out deadly streams into all the land ? the men who go out and preach the 
gospel while they know little or nothing else ? or the men who, though 
learned in all the wisdom of the ace, atie i to pre ach a cospel which 
they donot understand, and whose power they never feit in the ir hearts ? 
In what way do those who are called ministe rs, most frequently dishonour 
their profession, grieve the children of God, and occasion re proach or con- 
tempt among the men of the world ? Is it by defect of intellect or of learn- 
ing ? Js it not rather by an inordinate zeal in +ye that ¢o not belong to 
their profession, by avarice and love of the w: orld, ‘meddling Wy ith politt- 
cal affairs, by bickerings and strifes and petty ra ites amony themselves, 
by irregularities | in their families, by want of zeal and activity in their ap 
propriate work ¢ 

The author of the article in the Magazine, alludes to the well known 
fact that, by many young men “the idea of getting a college education 1s 


taken vp com parative] y late in life. In some revival of religion they have 


been brovglit to a knowledge of divine truths, and are strongly inclined to 
devote their livesto the ministry.” Now does the writer mean to intimate 


that such men ought put to go into the miiuisiry, because “ ithe foundatics 
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of good scholarship” has not “ been laid in the grammar school 7” Would 
he not then have excluded from the work a very large proportion of the 
best men now in the ministry, amd nearly all the missionaries that America 
has sent to the heathen, and I may add almost the whole body of the minis- 
ters and missionaries of the English Independents, Baptists, and Metho- 
dists, and of the Moravians; in a word, nearly all who have gone into the 
ministry for the sake of preaching the Gospel, thus leaving the sacred office, 
as it is in national establjishments, in the hands of men who were devoted 
to the ministry in childhood, educated and introduced into it, whether re- 
newed by the grace of God or not ? On whom is the church to rely prin- 
¢ipally for soldiers in the great enterprise of converting the nations? On 
those who may be converted out of the small number whe are destined from 
childhood to obtain a college education, or on those who are converted in 
the wonderful revivals, with which our country is blessed, and consequently 
forsake thein shops and their farms, their “ ships,” and their “ nets,” to go 
and preach the word of God? Here I might ask too, whether some advan- 
tages may not be expected, and whether these advantages do not actually 
result from spending a part of one’s early life in manual labours ? A vast 
majority of those who enter the ministry in America, are to have the care 
of congregations that consist principally of farmers, and it is desirable that 
they should have some practical knowledge of their customs, feeling, pre- 
judices, and partialities. Hence it seldom appears thata minister, who has 
hada city education, proves acceptable and useful in a country congrega- 
tion. Lhave known more ministers who have impeded their usefulness by 
their ignorance of the common concerns of life, and of the customs and si 
tnation of their people, than by their ignorance of “ Cxsar’s Commenta- 
ries.” The habits of industry, order, temperance, and economy, which are 
formed while under paternal government, and preparing to support them- 
selves by thetr own labour, are of great use to country ministers and mis- 
sionaries,and I presime not at all injurious to ministers in any situation. 

I have prolonged these desultery remarks much fariber than I at first in- 
tended. LThope they will do no harm. I would gladly hope they may 
have some influence in producing what [have no doubt will sooner or later 
be produced, a higher comparative estimate of CAristian qualifications for 
the ministry, and of CAristian education, and Jess proportionate attention 
to what is merely intellectual. Wishing that your editorial labours may 
serve to promote truth and holiness, I am, dear Sir, truly yours, 


P. FISK. 





MEMOIRS OF ELDER EMORY OSGOOD. 

Emory Oscoon, fifth son ef Christopher and Hannah Osgood, was born 
inthe town of Newfane, county of Windham, and state of Vermont, July 
24, 1777, and was left motherless when about two years old, ard cast on 
the charity of the public, until he was five ; when he was given away te 
Mr. Thomas Butler, of Hinsdale, in New Hampshire, whe was then a man 
of property and respectability. His father lett this country when he was at 
the age of seven years, whom lte never saw more. 

His master soon becoming intemperate, he was subjected to many priva- 
tions and hardships, which were exceedingly trying—often being called 
from his bed to carry him io his haunts of vice, or to defend his mistress 
from injurious treatment, at a midnight hour. Tlaving also the principal 
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charge of the temperalities ¢! ‘his master, his means for an education were 
ffe continued tn this way until he entered on his nine. 


necessarily scanty. 
‘teenth vear, when an unhappy difference took place between him and his 


aster, Which terminated.in a separation, Thus he was turned, as it were, 
piked into the world, fatherless, and almost frie ndless, to pursue his course, 
© having no Lope and without God in the world.” 

The follow ing winter, while pursuing a fox, he froze his feet, and for three 
months suil fered mach for the want of frien: ily aid ; during which time. he 
had many moments of serious reflection on his soul’ s concern 3 but the ey 
had not an abiding iailuence. 

The following summer he went into the north part of Vermont, where, 
as he has often bent Tarn of himsell, he spent much of his time in ganibli ng 
and profanity. in mock p raving, preaching and exhorting, and in delivering 
erations of particular subjecis. When about to leave the ulace, being re- 

iested by the man fur whom he had laboured, to deliver av oration ata 

lace called the Fails, he complied, and his performance so much aston ise 
ed aim, ¢ that he exclaimed, * Emor y, you will Lea Bapiist preacker bc: Fure 
you die” | 

The above paragraph furnishes a sufficient iustration of his general 
character, previous to his settlement in life. 

Inthe year 1793, he became acquainted with Cynthia, the caugiter of 
Abel and Petience Stockwell, to whom he was joined in the marriage cove- 
nant on the 4th of March, 1799. From the time of their first acquaintance, 
he resolved to become more steady and industrious, and with this view 
took a farm,on which he seemed to prosper for two years. 

In the month of May, 1800, while digging a ditch, his mind was broagh: 
to an awful pause, and, at once, his sins seemed to be set in order before 
him ; and ne was brought to the paren conclusion that he had sinned 
away Oe a 4 piney and that all was gone forever. Consternation now 
filled bis miad. and ever y object on which he glanced his eves, seemed to 
point him to his fate. ibis istracted mind now retraced the events of a 
wicked life, which but increased the gloomy horror. Under the se distressed 
circumstances, he was led to inguire wh ‘ the sin a2ainst the bely Ghost 
was ; when an awful blasphemous thor¢eht rushed into his mind, too hor- 
rible io be mentioned.) et witch. as he afterwards said “ my blocd chilled 
im my veins, andi seeicd that my hair was ercet at the tremendous 
thought /” But at tis moment a verse from Dr. Watts occurred to bs 
rmind— 

Farly my God without delay 

I hzesie to seek thy face, &c. 
which seemed to miticcte his distress. He continued much in this sitvation 
nm three days ; those a 58 ‘mous thonghts, fullowed by the above verse, 
rapidly revolving in hisiwind. Put snch was the pride and chstinacy ef his 
beart, that he suppressed all b his feelings, exeeptinc what his countenance 
betrayed ; nor did he unboson: isis feelings for about three months, not wile 
standing his bosom companion was under similar exercises Curing the whole 
time. In the month of August, Mrs. O’s. mint becoming more deeply im- 
ressed, and having noticed her husband to retire at evening to a corn-ficld, 
she had often queried with him in vain to ascertain the cause. She now 
came to the resolution, to disclose her feelings to him on the concerns of 
Ber soul. This brought from him all she desired, and he told her be 
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whole train of exercises, and informed her that he retired at evening for 
prayer. She, deeply affected with this communication, begged the privi- 
legé on the next occasion, of retiring with him. Accordingly, the next eve- 
ning, they retired into the field, and there, upon their knees, besought the 
Lord to have mercy upon them. Ged was pleased, in rich mercy, to grant 
deliverance to the subject of this memoir, as he uterweiile thought he had 
reason to believe. On the following evening, sickness preventing his com- 
pant on from accompanying him to the field, she suggested to him the pro- 
priety of praying in his family ; in which, after a severe struggle in his feel- 
ings, he engaged ; and thus an altar was erected in his family, which was 
never leit without an oilering (except providentially) until the day of his 
death. 

fle was baptized by Elder Bumus, in Hinsdale, N. H. Feb. 28, 1801, 
who, as he came up out of the water, made the following extraordinary re- 
mark: “ If this man hath not a work todo, the Lord hath not spoken by 
me !/? Previous to this time, he had removed to Newfane, his native place. 
After having beei baptized, he, like the Eunuch, went on his way rejoicing 
to his family, having no change of raiment with him. This season he has 
niten since referred to, with peculiar emotions, and considered it one of the 
happy days of his lite. On the 24th of July fullowing, he united with the 
Baptist church in Brookline. 

God was pleased to make him instrumental, in the early part of bis re- 
liyious course, of awakening two of bis former companions in sin, to a sense 
of their wretched condition, by means of telling what the Lord had done 
for his soul. fis mind was deeply impre sed with the value of immortal 
sonls, and he rarely lefta religious meeting without pointing his fellow sin- 
ners to the blood of Calvary. 

It was at this time that bis mind became deeply impressed with the duty 
of preaching Christ : but the magnitude of the work, and the vast respon- 
sibility which the subject involved, together with his limited knowledge and 
abilities, of which he seemed fu ‘lly conse ious, © overwhelmed his mind, and 
he found his heart much iuclined to rebellion. He also endeavoured to eX- 
euse himself, by further pleading that his companion was.weakly, his chil- 
dren dependent, and that be was poor aud must provide for his family. — 
But God was pleased to make bim willing by means of the rod of correc- 
tion. Thrice his companion was brought down by sickness to the gate of 
death ; but in mercy restored again. ‘And now, humbled under the mig he 
ty hand of God, he promised obedience to his command. 

[n the autumn of 1802, being called upon by the church to exercise his 
gift by way of preaching, ted obeyed ; ; and, with trembling heart and limbs, 
addressed the people from Isa. v. 4., to their comfort and edification.— 
From this time he continued to preach in the vicinity of this church, and 
in Hinsdale, until the 19th of March, 1803. 

Atthis time, his temporal concerns began to wear a gloomy aspect. A 
field of wheat, which was his principal dependence, being struck with the 

rust, and receiving little lenity from his creditors, he was driven to great 
extremity. In this time of distress, he frequented the throne of Grace, aud 
poured out his complaint to God. He felt great unreconciliation to his si- 
tuation 3 and although it was suggested to his mind, that “ the : silver and 
gold are the Lord’s, and the cattle upon a thousand hills ;” yet, unbelief 
aruse and said, thaw hast blasted my wheat, and what can 1 now do? when 
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the following passage was set home with power : “ Be still, and know-thet. 


I am God ;” which seemed to silence all Lis complaints, ind he felt to sub- 
mit his case wholly to the Lord. 

It was not iar trowu this ‘pawn of time, that his mind became convicted, 
by some indicatious of Providence, that his labours would not be profitable 
inthis place. ‘The following passage also seemed to impress his mind : 
* They will not receive thy testimony in this place ; lo I scnd thee far 
hence unto the Gentiles.” 

The finger of Providence seemed to point him to the Black River coun- 
try, New-York ; to which place, afier consulting the feelings of his com- 

nion, and making the necessary preparations, with a small pittance in 
his pocket to bear his expenses, he directed lis course on the 19th of March, 
1803. He soon arrived at Sandy Creek, where he found brethren with 
whom he united, and a vast field for labour before him. He returned 
again to his family in Verinont, after an absence of seven months, meeting 

the affliction of the loss of a daughter, born in his absence. 

In January, 1804, he removed with his family to Eilisburgh, (now Hen- 
derson ) absolutely poor in the things of this world, bei ‘ing not worth one 
centof property. Here he had to labour with his hands, and preach the 
Gospel. ‘The country being new, and the inhabitants generally poor, he 
could have but little prospect of assistance from them ; consequently, he 
was subjected to many inconveniences, not uncommon in new settlements. 
‘There were only three families in what is now called Henderson, on his 
arrival there with his family ; and he was under the necessity of going 
three and four miles to labour, to obtain provision for bis wife and children. 
His ministerial Jabours were spent in different places for two or three years, 
he travelling on foot twelve or fourteen miles. At this time he was earnest 
ly solicited by the brethren on Sandy Creek, to remove among them 3; but 
his mind being impressed that there would soon be a people near him that 
would need his labours, he declined their propesals. And in this he was 
not disappointed, as we shall soon learn. Having by his industry and 
erseverance obtained the benefits arising from being éne of the first. set- 
tlers, he sold his improvements, and removed onto a new farm in the 
month of March, 1805. Settlers now flocked m from almost every quar- 
ter, so that the ensuing season, he was called to preach one half of the time 
Within two miles of his own habitation, 

In 1506, he saw the rise of the first Baptist Church in Henderson, con- 
stituted with eighteen members, of which he and his partner were two, 
and where they continued their standing until regularly dismissed in 1823, 
to go to Oncida Castleton. 

In 1807, he was ordained to the work of the ministry ; and for the ten 
ensuing years, never failed of preaching on Lord’s day, but two or three 
times ; and during that term, never disappointed an assembly, although he 
had to labour in the field daily, to support his family, and was frequently 
called on to attend funerals, te a, fifteen, twenty, and in one instance, forty 
miles from Lome. In 1813, he preached twenty-seven funeral sermons in 
the short term of thirty days. In the fall of 1807, he beheld the rise of 
the Black River Baptist Association, of which be was the standing Clerk 
for a number of years. ; 

In January, 1810, he took a journey with his wife to Vermont and New 
Hampshire, where he was providentially detained a number of weeks be* 
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yond his proposed limits. During this suspense, he had an opportunity of 
visiting Newfane a second time. On his first visit to that place, he unex- 
pectedly had the privilege of baptizing two of his natural brothers, and 
their wives. On his return, he made an appointment to preach a discourse 
to the young people of that place, who had become very rude and thought- 
tess. In the afternoon preceding his appointment to meet the young peo- 
ple, he preached at one of his brother’s, two miles distant. After meeting 
had ended, he felt a great agony of mind, for which he could render to 
cause. Hecould neither sit nor stand still, or receive any refreshment ; 
but continued walking, and vented his feelings in a deep sigh or groan. Ha- 
ving requested the prayers of those who were to tarry at home, he, with 
his brother, proceeded to meeting In the mean time, the young people} 
to the number of about forty, had collected with the determination of brea- 
king up the meeting ; and to carry their object into effect, they had filled 
both the place where the speaker should stand, and the seat usually occu- 
pied by the singers. On the arrival of the speaker, no movement was 
made ; his brother, who Jed the singing, mildly said, “ Please to make 
room for the singers ;” but he was answered, “ We want nosinging here ;” 
and it was readily perceived they were determined on making disturbance. 
The speaker then addressed them as follows: “ Young people, you are 
forming characters for time, as well as for eternity; and it is no mark of 
gentlemen to behave disorderly in meeting. I expect this will be the last 
time I shall tronble you, unless something i may say shall hereafter trou- 
ble you 5 and I nowask your candid attention.” He then crowded him- 
self forward to his piace, and read his text from Eccl. xi. 9. “ Repoice O 
young man in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy 
uouth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes ;” 
and then proceeded to remark on the diverse ways in which young people 
could amuse themselves with the pleasures of sense. The assembly were 
all attention. He then introduced the last clause of the text, “ but ‘now 
thou that for all these things God will bring thee into gudgment ;” on 
which, having made some solemn and appropriate remarks, he bid them 
farewell, and the next day returned to New [ampshire, where lie was soon 
followed with the welcome news, that four of the ring-leaders of opposition 
at Newfane, were under deep conviction. In July following, after his re- 
turn heme, he had the pleasure to receive a letter from Newfane, announ- 
cing the interesting fact, that about forty converts had united with the Bap- 
tist Church in that place, the most of whom dated their first religious im- 
pressions from his discourse above mentioned. The news deeply afiected 
him, and he broke out in thanksgivings to God. He felt himself more than 
compensated for the providential losses he had suffered during that journey, 
(about 100 dollars) and rejoiced that the Lerd had made him instrumental 
of pginting out to these enemies of Christ, their perilous condition. 


Iie appears to have commenced his missionary career in 1811. From 
that date to his last illness, a great proportion of his jabours were spent on 
the missionary field. He acted at different times under the patronage of the 
Reston Domestic Board ; the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions. forthe 
U.S. 3 and under the Board of the Hainilton B. M. Society, N. ¥. Te 
devoted much time under the Boston Board, for the benefit of the soldiers 
at Saeketts Harbour. When about to close his labours among them, he re- 
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ceived a letter from the officers of that post, of which the following is the 


closing paragraph : 

« The separation of friends is, at all times, unpleasant 3 moch more is it 
so, when we part with those fiom whom we feel ourselves to have been be- 
nefitted. How deeply then, you may imagine, we lament the departure 
of one, who has done his utmost to point out to us the path of glory and 
immortality, to correct our errors, and strengthen us in beariny those ills 
which may fall to onrlot. We trust these exertions have not heen in vain; 
but that thev have left an impressio nN on our minds, _ will induee us to 
hold in the most lively recollection the worth of him, who has so strenuous. 
ly inculcated them. Sufler us now to bid you adieu, and to assure you that 
you Carlv W ith you our warmest Wishes for your he alth, your happiness 


and your prosperity. STEPHEN W. KEARNEY, 
Capt. 2d Infantry. 


W. V. WITEA’ PON, 
Surgeon 3d Infantry. 

Sacketis Harbour, May 20th, 1819.” 

Tn Jan. 1812, he commenced a daily Journal, which he continued unti 
May 31, 18243 which contains many interesting particulars, and shows 
his life to have been a life of almost unexampled activity in mintsterial la- 
bours. The following extracts from his recapitulations, ob entering a new 
year, will be sufficient to illustrate this idea : 

“Jan. 1, 1818.—Ona review of the past year, IT have much cause to 
mourn, and great reason to rejoice. I can say, hitherto the Lord hati 
helped me. I have had many blessed abhi and sume as peculiar tri- 
alsas ever I experienced. J have tried to preach 139 times, attended 64 
conference and prayer airetings, and 12 church meetings. 1 have baptized 
50, and married ten couple.” 

“ Jan. 1, 1819—On reviewing the scenes of the past vear, IT find, as 
usnal, much wantof affectionto God. Phe scenes that | have. xperienced 
have been complicated. Ihave had to encounter many deadly enemies: 
but the Lord has delivered me out of their hands. I have delivered ¢ 
public discourses, 20 of them funeral ; attended 68 conference and prayer 
meetings, and 19 church meetings; have baptized 16, and married 
couple. Many times Ihave 2 pews aud at other times nrourned. I ce 
make merey and judgment my song. ‘The Lord Keep me this year, and 
enable me to discharge with fide lity my ministerial duties.” 

“ Jan. 1, 1820.—I have lived to see another new vear, and in looking 
back, I find much cause of mourning, and much of re joicing. Of mourn- 
ing on the account of my unlikeness to the Master ] profess to serve; 4 
want of faithfulness, of paticnce and resignation to God. Of rejoicing, on 
account of the faithfulness of God, in supporting me under the most severe 
trials I ever exper enced ; and in not suffering my enemies to triumph over 
me; perm ittin ame to Meietiin their plots and intr igues againstme. Obhow 
they have sought for my soul. How glad they would have been to have 
destroy ed the church and me: and if God had not been our helper, they 
would have triumphed. O may J be delivered from wicked and ungodly 
men, which are thy sword. | think God has made me instrumental of sa- 
ving this part of the church. To him be all the ylory. 1 can now say 
with Jacob, in caliiug to aunind my first settlement in this town, “ With this 
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staf’ 1 passed over this Jordan, and now Ihave become tico bands.” 1 
have delivered 223 public discourses, attended 65 conference, church, and 
prayer meetings, and 10 public meetings abroad, such as Councils, Mis- 
sionaty mec tings, &e. 

‘Jan. 1, 1823.—Another of my years has fled, and I am pernyiited, 
unprofitable as Tam, to see another new year’s day. Phave very mech 
cause of than kfulness, f or special mercies experienced the year past. My 
health has been good, and that of my family. Death has made no breach 
npon US. We have enjoyed peace and ple nty, an d have been blessed with 
many spiritual blessings. I have seen much of the salvation of Gad, io the 
regener: ition of sinners. Ihave enjoyed much comfort in ministerial asso- 
ciation. IT feel united with all my brethren io the ministry. I have as 
mich visible evidence of usefulness in the Zion of God, as in any one year 
of my life. T have every thing to be thankfal for. I know that all ihe trials 
I have ever expe ‘rienced in the minis try. (if Pam one of Christ’s ministers, ) 
will terminate tor my good. IT have delivered the’ year past, 220 public 
discourses, have attended 76 conference and prayer me etings, and 8 public 
meetings, and baptized 53, on profession of faith in Christ.” 

These extracts furnish I ita faint speciinen of his general course of actis 
vity. ife was favoured with a number ef general revivals of religion in his 
society, at different periods 3 so thatin 1819, the church was divided, and 
the second church in Henderson arose. 

While engaged in his ne sionary exercises, lis whole beart seemed in- 
flamed with missionary zeal, which opposition could scarcely abate. Yet, 
during these seasons of absence from Iris family and the pe on cot his charge, 
he did net forget his conjagal, parenta!, and pt astoral duties at hone ile 
frequently meniions his tamily, and the people of his chime. in his jour- 
nals, with the tenderest solicitude 5 and commends thein to the protection 
of Heaven. ‘Vo illustrate this point, I transeribe a passage from his jours 
nal while at Sheldon, Vermont, July 31, 3819. “ It is a little after 2 0’. 
clock, and Tam now writing something like 300 miles from home. Bat 
O what is the mind of fnin? I can fancy myself at home with my dear 
comnanion and family, walking with her to covenant meeting : Legin te 
Ww onder why the brethren and sisters do not come ; look out, see them co- 
ming; they arrive; I shake hands with them ; then open mecting, and 
proceed to express my forme Well, what could you tell the elmrch i 
you were there ? I could tell them that I was not sick of religion ; that I 
loved the people of God ; fT loved the church 3 that it had ever been my 
highest aim to do them good $ that I was willing to suffer in the cause of 
God; andthat I could renew covenant with them, and travel on. Now a 
recollection of my trials bursts Upon me 5 thanks be to God for s: Ipporting 
grace | 1 Ti inquire of my imagination, that is now at Henderson, wh ether 
the church is in union, but cannot a favoured with an answer. Well. J 
will trust them in the hands of the great Shepherd of the sheep 3 but if I 
could be transported to covenant meeting. and be back to fallil my appoint. 
ment at five o’elock, how quick Iw ould go. ‘Phe clock strikes thr: ee, and 
J am still here, sepi mented from my family and church, by many a long 
mile: Yet, I feel, that Iam nursuing the path of duty, and many tim« ‘3 
am astonished at the Providence of God, which has attended me ever since 
Heft home. Ithink that God is pleased to make such an unw orthy creas 
fure as J. am, an instrument of good, in the cause of missions.’ 
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Under date of Angust 4th, at Enosburgh, his journal contains the fol- 
Jowing interesting pote : 

‘“ Went to the place where I worked 22 years ago. My feelings were 
considerably wrought upon, in calling to remembrance past scenes, esne- 
cially when I came to the falls, where I worked ata mill dam. O the as. 
tonishing grace that has saved the chief ef sinners! While I view the 
ground on which I have committed so much wickedness, and think that 
God has spared me tothis day, what shall 1] render unto the Lord for all 
his benefits ? [ thought while I surveyed the spot, what a privilege it would 
be to me, to preach a sermon inthe very place where Limpiously profaned 
the name of my Maker, and preached out of derision. Again I viewed 
that my former rouieades were all gone, some of themrun away, poor and 
wretched, end God has distinguished me. Nothing, nothing but sov ereign 
distinguishing Grace ! O may L be more and more prepared to serve and 
vencrate him, whom I trast has plucked me asa brand trom the burning.” 
e*# *#* # * * & YT had calculated to have seen, to day, J. M. from 
whom I, with three others, took something like fourteen dollars by gam 
have since many times thought, that if I could ever have an op- 
I woald refond him that part of the money T received. But 
finding Eshould not sce him, | thought it my duty to write him a letter, 
and enclose three dollars and fifty cents, as money wickedly obtained, and 
ismuch as the money was lost to him, and he had ne 


bling. 
portunity, 


to direct him, that in 
legal right to demand it of me, to lay it out in some benevolent cause.” 

“It was dori ing this tour that he originated the plan of au igmenting the 
missionary fund by means of forming Religious Aor icultural Societies, the 
object of which is expressed i in the second article of the constitution. 

“ This society shall consist of such persons as subseribe this constitu- 
tion, and annually set apart a piece or parcel of land, with the produce 
thereof, to aid the cause of missions.” 

His zeal and success in misstonary objects, 
lecting funds, was equalled by few. It was principally through his infie- 
ence, that the Block River B. M. Society was formed, of which he was 
Secretary for several years He made ec alle ctions toa considerable amount 
both for the Foreign and Domestic Missions, in New-York, Vermont, 
New Hampshire, and Upper Canada. 

In July, #823, he received a call frem the Tamilton B. M. Beard, 
co and reside at Oneida Castleton, and take the superinte ndence of ae 
missionary establishment in that ph ice. The emotions that that call pro- 
duced in his mind, are expressed ina letter toa member of that Board, trom 


forming societies, and col- 


which the following is extracted : 

“& Dear Brother C.—About a week since I received your letter. Its con- 
tents overwhelined me. Sucha conflict of feelings, for a few hours, I ne: 
ver before experienced. A retrospect of former feelings, a consideration 
of present circumstances, and future conseqnences, all combined, con- 


founded and overwhelmed me. My companion seemed to share eqiaily 


with me. Itis beyond my power to describe my feelings to you 5 sufiice it 
to sav, that Phave called to mind some of the times, when Tand my dear 
! together on the snbject of missions, how willingly we 


artner conversed 
could part with the blessings of civilized life, and settle down with some 


tribe of Indians, and spend our days, and iry to do them good 3; but had 
t 
no expectation that such a door would ever open. Inever even thought vi 





a 


i. - a, rn 


=r ft 


bi 
th 
th. 


WHY STUN“ ET AR Reh aneeaeamectnighe , 
. inte 8 
on ee a!) eT 


2 RRA? 1h 


pl: 
Wil 
the 
sin 
ree 
her 
hect 
He 
that 
faitt 
© 
tine 
and 
from 
there 
seem 
be hi 
y With: 
SOcie! 
left | 
availe 
mach 
arrive 
and a 
ther, 
to pro: 
him, U 
age th 
ln h 
his illa 


ars SORE Ae rn a5 

















“aay ae pe Ne 


ha VARI Chive: Bers Ry rien 


BIEMOIRS OF ELDER E. OSGOOD. 29 


seeking such athing. I trust I never shall forget the interest I felt whea 
first [ learned the movement of vour society, and when they commeneed 
their operations at Oneida; and [ can truly say, that I have never felt any 
reliaguishment of interest ; but when your prospects brightened, I rejoiced 5 
when they appeared gloomy, I mourned. But all my feelings aboot for- 
saking all, to settle amoag Indians, | found, on the receipt of your letter, 
to be merely ideal. Ah, my brother, think what were my feelings, when 
[thought of the dear church, with whom | have been happily connected 
almost seventeen years, and my labours blessed among them—ta tear my- 
self from them, and bid them adieu, probably no more to be their pastor. 
Yo think of the missionary society, and the association, of separatiig my 
family, that lie so near my heart ; the sacrifice of demestie comforts, and 
the sacrifice of property. But all this is merely nothing, compared with 
the weighty consideration that remains to be mentioned. Indeed, I found, 
as stated above, my ideas of a missionary station were ideal. I found 
niyself disqualified in every thing, but a disposition to do the Indians 
coud. The vast responsibility attached to the station ; the eyes of all our 
brethren, aud of our cneinies, fixed on it 5 the awful consequence of being 
the means of the failure of the glorious enterprise! IT tee! that I had ra- 
ther die, than that the niission should fail on my aecount.” 

Oa the 12th of Oct. be preached his farewell discourse to the dear peo- 
jle of his charge, and onthe 13th, left LLenderson, and arrived at Oneida 
with his family on the 15th, and engaged in the duties of a missionary to 
the Oneida Indians. But wise heaven, bod designed to disappoint the ri- 
sing hopes and expectations of his patrons, by speedily terminating his ca- 
reer. [is health was evidently somewhat impaired on bis first arrival 
here. Yet, however, heengaged with much zeal in arranging affairs, col- 
lecting provision from abroad, and to preaching the Gospel, uatil Aprik 
He appeared much atimated in bis employmeut, and thought, assuredly, 
that he should live to see converts among the natives, to the chiistian 
faith. 

On the opening of the spring he became more enfeebled, and from that 
tine, was able to preach but occasionally. [le preached his last discourse 
aud broke bread to the church at Oneida, on the last Lord’s day in May, 
from Job, xxi. 21 & Acquaint now thyself with him and be at peace, 
thereby good shall come unto thee.” He was then very weak, but his word 
seemed tu be with power. It was thought by some, atthe time, it would 
be his last sermon. On the third day of June, he started on a journey 
with his wife, to the Black River, to attend the ‘association and missionary 


Hsocicty. Ile was notable to situp but a small part of the time when he 


left home ; but the solicitation of his friends, to relinquish his object, 
availed nothing. Ile said it was important he should vo. Tt was with 
mach difficulty that he performed his journey, finished his business, and 
arrived at his son’s in Henderson 3 where his disease (a eatarrh in the head, 
and an affection of the lungs,) arrested him, and he could proceed no furs 
ther. Llere he was brought very low: but sireh was his zeal and resolution 
to promote his favourite object, that he persuaded his companion to leave 
him, under these precarious circumstances, and return to Onema, to man- 
uge the concerns of that station, until he should be able to return. 

In his first letterto her, dated June, 18th, (after giving some account of 
his illaess,) he writes, “ O pray, that if Iam restored, that it nay be Mt 
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mercy, and notin judgment. IT have had such desires to live forthe sake 
of those {ndians, that I have thought of late, that [ did not know but the 
Lord would resiore in yu idement, and | leave me to dishonour his naine, and 
be a damage to the Mission. O pray that I might rather now die, than 
that this should be the case. My affectionate love to all that appertain to 
the mission ; to all the brethren and sisters, and to the dear Indian children ; 
tell them [ guess, in about three or four weeks, the Great Spirit make me 
well, and then [ come home to take care of them and do ithem good. | 
trast the Lord will strengthen you to discharge vour arduous duties. You 
never appeared to meso nol ble, and deserving of a much better companion, 
hen you set your fuce to the Oneida, and left me sick behind. The 


as Wi 
Lord be praised that he has given you a spirit of Missions.” 


The followinz very interesting extract of a letter, dated Henderson, Ju. 
ly Sth, will give a view of the state of bis mind : 

Ever dear companion.—I have hitherto only written concerning my 
health. Lthought this afternoon [ would give you some account of iny 
d, which I presume you have felt anxiousto know. But I ean only 


mi ¥¢ Lie 
give you some ontlines of it. and trust the Lord will soon give me an oppor: 


tunity of telling you more fully. 

“ Itwasasacrifice to part with vou. Thad now nothing to do but to 
contemplate eternal things, which, according to many appearances, | 
should soon have todo with. My mind was composed ; I felt that [ could 
throw myself on God, and repose my whole confidence in him. My mind 
was possessed of the richest consolation; an entire calinness pervaded my 
f have enjoyed’ the most uninterrupted consolation, 
\iy passions have not been been excited, but 
‘The most my passions have been 


soul. All was weil. 
that T think I ever enjoyail. 
Thave felt a firm confidence in God. 
excited, was from this cireumstance. T sat looking on my hands, seeing 
how emaciated they were 3 I said to Clarrissa, what a glorious thought, 


that these poor emaciated bodie s, will one day put on iaimortal youth.— 


This verse fron: Dir. Watts occurred to iny mind. 


The e lively hones we owe 
Jo Jesus’ dving love, 

Who paid for us his life below, 
And prays ior us above. 


O how sweet! It seemed that I was permitted to stand, as ft were, be 
tween two worlds, where, inthe light of Eternity. T could view things ic 


their proper character! I was led to reflect as it respected myself. Icom 
sidered that [ had made considerable appearance tn the world as a minister. 
Bat ah! when J viewed things as they were, I could find nothing but 
what Thad left the marks of moral pollution upon 3 and if it was necesse 
ry that I should have the sma'lest daty, and only one, that was pure, t 
carry me to Heaven, | found twas gone. But O how precious were the 
blood and rightvousness of Christ. I found that there, and there only. 
was my hope. J never had the scriptures with the precious promises so de 
hicht me. [ have had as m: inv as ten almost sleepless nights ; and w hile! 


have been conghieg very hard, h have thoueht of the ‘declaration “ Al 


things work together for good,” 
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may as well cough as any thing else. While contemplating the scriptures 


I have been led to Say, 
“ Precious bible ! what a treasure 
Does the word of God afford, 
All I want for health or pleasure, 
Food or medicine, shield or sword. 
Let the world account me poor, 


Having this 1 need no more. 
“EMORY OSGOOD.” 

Ilis disorder abating a little, he was removed, with seme difficulty to 
the Oneida on the 25th of August, after an absence of twelve weeks. He 
was very weak, and much emaciated ; ; but said, he felt better, and some 
encouragement was taken, fora few days, that he would recover. But 
soon his disorder began again to rage, and hope waxed feeble. He still, 
however, maintained a strong persuasion that he should recover, and 

reach the Gospel tothe poor ; for which he had an ardent desire. He 
observed that he thought the Lord had not done with him yet. 

He still possessed great calmness of mind, and appeared almost lost to 
worldly things. He discovered but little inclination to converse much, on 
any subject ; yet often spoke of his confidence in God. He frequently 

said to those who visited him, “ whether I live or die, I shall have it to car- 

ry to eternity, that this sickness has been the richest season of consolation 
that thave ever enjoyed.” Something being said to him about perfection, 
* OQ,” replied he, * no person that has seen and felt what I have, could talk 
about perfection. Grace, grace must be his theme !” 

On the Oth of Sept. he was carried, by his own request, to Utica, with a 
view to employ the best medical skill. “He arrived at Elder Willey’s on 
the Sth, attended by his companion, where every attention, which his case 
required, was paid to him. But the time of his departure was at hand, 
and all human skill was exerted in vain. 

He continued to fail until Lord’s day, Sept. 12th; and it was not until 
the afternoon of this day, when he was actually dying, that he became fully 
convinced that his work on earth was done. Early this morning, percei- 
ving himself to fail, he expressed great anxiety to be carried back to the 
Oneida ; and would not be persuaded to defer it to the next day, until in- 
formed that a boat was engaged for that purpose. 

The following conversation passed between him and Mrs. Osgood, a few 
hours before his death : 

She said to him, “ O my dear, I fear you are fast going to leave me.” 
He smilingly answered, “Well, [am going to a better country.” She 
suggested to him that he might drop away suddenly, and asked him if there 
was any thing he wished to communicate to her, before his departure. He 
paused, and said, “ I don’t think of any thing,” and after another pause, 
repeated the same answer. “She then asked wy where he would wish to 
be buried, should he die there. He answered, “ Carry meto the Oneida.” 

About 3 0 ‘clock, P. M. on Lord’s day, E ider W illey, on his return from 
meeting, said - him, “ Brother Q., you feel as though yeu had a good hope 
in Christ 2 ‘ That point,” said he, “ was settled years ago.” “ How 
do you now fe li in your mind ©” He answered, Good, good, good !” 
When it was conjectured that his senses were gone, his afilic ted companion 
took him by the hand, and said to him, “ Do you know you are dying ? 
If you do, squeeze my hand.” Ie made an efiort, but through weakness, 
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did but move his fingers. She rejoined, “ Are you willing ©” Ile made 
another eilurt, and seeming to gain a little strength, he audibly said, “ } am 
willing, I am re ady,” and 1 in a few moments expired ; ; which was "about 9 
O ‘clock. P.M. of Lord’s day, Sept. 12, 1824, aged 47 years ; leaving an 
afilicted widow, and nine children, to mourn their loss. 

On Monday he was removed to Oneida Castleton ; and on Tuesday his 
funeral was attended, and an appropriate discourse was delivered on the 
occasion, by Ider t. F. Willey, from Math. xxv. 21., to a large and so 
lemn assembly ; and his remains were deposited | in the public burying. 
ground of that village. 

Itis due to the character of this man of God to say that, notwithstanding 
his opportunities for instruction were small, and especially in the early part 
of his life, and the peculiar embarrassments under which he laboured in the 
early part of his ministry ; yet, through the quickness of his apprehension, 
and the strenyth of a natural genius, accompanied with an unyielding reso. 
lution, he gained that degree of general information, as rendered his socie- 
ty agreeable and instructive. It is worthy of remark, and should serve as 
a stimulous to other poor ministers of Christ, who labour under similar em- 
barrassments, that we find him rising from obscurity, without learning, 
without prope erty, without influence, and almost without friends ; ; surmount. 
ing every obs tacle, and under the cultivation of Divine Grace, becoming 
obviously more useful, in the Zion of God, than most ministers of the pre- 
sent age, who are possessed of vastly superior advantages. His activity 
and perseverance seemed to provoke the zeal of many others.; and the 
success with which he pursued his object, often excited admiration ; and it 
was emphatically said of him, “ Osgood never yields /” He possessed a 
natural readiness to communicate his ide: is, and his manner of delivery was 
entirely his own. Hisstrain of preaching was animating, and he rarely 
failed of gaining the attention of his hearers. He presented considerabl: 
variety in matter and manner ; and his subjects were generally well cho 
sen. He was decidedly Ca/rinistic in his doctrine ; and salvation by 
grace was his theme. He possessed a warm heart, and his mind appeared 
engrossed by his subject. He frequently seemed to have access to the sin- 
ner’s heart, over whose case he often wept 5 and he could ease the pained 
heart, by applying the promises of the Gospel ; and the children of God 
usually retired from the assembly, both comforted and edified. 

He possessed a happy talent to heal divisions among the people of God ; 
and he might justly be called a repairer of breaches. He felt a tender so- 
licitude for the welfare of Zion, and extended the hand of friendship to all 
the lovers of truth. He dearly prized the society and friendship of his mi- 

nistering brethren, as the emotions which he manifested while with them 
fully testify. The circle of his acquaintance had become considerably ex- 


-éensive, and he had many endeared friends. The promptness and decision 


of his manner, however, ‘gained him some enemies ; but the natural integ- 
rity of his heart, which was manifest in his general deportment, secured 
him the friendship of the pious and judicious. Should it be thought by 
any, that he had aot always acted with the most consummate prudence; 
yet, it is believed, that there are few of so sanguinary a spirit, that move s® 
judiciously as he ‘did. 

Me has published several sermons, which show he possessed a mind ca- 
pable of closeness of application, and perspicuity of thought. The natura 
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ADVERTISEMENT EXTRAORDINARY. 2858 


ardour of his mind never seemed to abate ; and it may truly be said of him, 
he did not “ count his life dear unto him.” It is believed he has fallen a 
martyr to his zeal. : 

Jn him, his family have lost an affectionate husband, and a kind father ; 
society one of her choicest and most useful members ; the ministers of 
Christ, one of their most pleasing associates, and intimate friends ; the 
cma of God, an interesting preacher, and bold defender of her faith ; 
the cause of missions, one of its most successful patrons ; and sinners, one 
that could bear their case to the throne of mercy. 


We can but lament his early dismission from his earthly labours—cut off 


in the midst of his usefulness : but God is wiser than man ; and though we 
know not now, doubiless we shall know hereafter, why it was best we 
should feel this bereavement. May the Lord enable us, who are the mi- 
nisters of Christ, to copy the virtues of our departed brother. Like him 
may we live, and like him may we die. 











From the American Sunday School Magazine. 
ADVERTISEMENT EXTRAORDINARY ! 
PLENTY OF WORK AND SCARCITY OF HANDS. 
ge 
From January, 1325, to the end of the world, 
A vast number of active young _ and women of “ u ‘right spirit yr ; 
who are not afraid of work ; sober, w atehfual, dilige ‘nt, and persevering — 





“ not slothful in business, but fervent i In spirit.” ‘Io character, meek, 
tient, and humble, “ studying to show themselves approved unto God,” 
“ such as need not be ashamed of their work,”—* apt to teach,”’—in eetk- 


ness instructing the blind and ignorant, till they, through repentance shall 
acknowledge the truth. No idlers—no sluggards—none that © putting 
their hand to the plough will look back,” but such as will find it “ meat and 
drink to do their Master’s will.” P lenty of work !—Powerful enemies to 
subdue—ereat opposition and difficulties to encounter—sin and its attend- 
ant wretchedness gaining ground daily with alarming strides—THOUSANDS 
OF CHILDREN IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOLS perishing for lack of wisdom, 
many eager to hear and learn the words of eternal Tik-te some places fit- 
ty or sixty collected together, and none to teach them !—Hark !—The 
crowns of a. ep distress from the wretched abodes of poverty and want.— 
See pale sickness stretched languishing on the humble couch of miserable 
straw.—See the death-struck sinner—alarmed at the approach of the king 
of terrors—with pallid countenance he stretches his nerveless arm, and calls 
for the soft hand of humanity and Crristian love to wipe off the tear of an- 
euish, and point to the realms of endless life and bliss. From your lethar- 
ey, ye lazy Christians, arouse ! and come to your work. Let none say, 
“7 pray thee have me excused ; LT cannot come.” Such as thus plead, 
let them call to mind their divine izstructions—* To do good and to com- 
nunicute forget not 3” © for withsuch sacrifices God is well pleased.”~ 
Such as cannot give, may lend—their ttme—thetr money—or their talents 
of wisdom ; and they shall he repaid, receiving four fold, “ good measure 
meted ais them, pressed down, ad running over.” If not a talent of 
fold, give a tale nt of silver; or, as the poor widow, bestow thy twe mites. 
into the treasury of the Lord. Something must be donce—the foundation 
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28-4 REVIVALS. 
is laid on “ the precious corner stone,” and the building must be raised— 
for the master cails, crying, “ Do thy work quickly, for the NIGHT co 
meETH !”—Come ye who would make an offering to the Lord, and sacrifice 
present comforts for future blessings and eternal good—* enduring the 
Cross and despising the shame, for the joy set before you. Leave all and 
follow us—-now is the accepted time. Our Prince gocth to a far country, 
and says, “ occupy till Tcome.” Hark! He speaks to thee from he aven 
—* has no man hired thee ?”’— Enter into my vineyard—ye that “ are rea- 
dy to halt"—* of ditt/e faith” —“ doubti ng”’—it is the ELEVENTH HOUR — 
* forget the things that are behind,” and press forward 3 for it is ** a Azgh 
calling,” and the reward is sure : for it is of grace and mercy bestowed— 
“ He will give thee thy wages,”"—“ An inheritance”—* a kingdem”—* a 
crown !*°—Peace and joy ‘ “in this present evil life,” “ and in the world te 
come LIFE EVERLASTING.”—And this commendation before his Father's 
face and the angels—** Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord.” Such are the terms—for further particulars in- 
quire within your own hearts, and knock at the door of Conscterce, and 
for engagement, apply “ at the House of Bread in Jerusalem”’—or in the 
highways and hedges—to the shed of the widow and fatherless—to the 
hoase of pov erty and ignorance. No time to be lost.—We work for 


ETERNITY ! 


“ PAITH—HOPE”™ 
and 

“ CHARITY.” 
f{G- N. B. Application may also be made to any ef the directors of the 
“ American Sunday School Union? or at several thousand of Sunday 
schools throughout the cities. towns, and villages of the United States of 
America, or if a preference is given to foreign parts, any ef the numerous 
missionary stations throughout the world—and in most parts © { England, 
Wales, Ireland, France, Holland, and in the ancient city of Jerusalem ' 

F.—H. & C.* 


December, 1824. 








REV iVALS 

In Bertie, N. C. the attention was increasing. 2d Lord's day in Angust 
20 were baptized ; the next Lord's day 44. In that county, in the present 
year, nearly 500 have been baptized. 

Considerable additions have been made to one of the Baptist churches 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. October 9, 16 were baptized. 

The town of Palmyra, N. Y. is graciously visited. It is hoped that abont 
100 have — iced pardoning mercy. 

In the Michigan Territory the prospect is brightening that churches will 
be raised up. ica r Elganah Comstock was at Pontiac a few months 
since, when 15 were added to the church, and more were expected soon. 

In the vicinity of Woodville, N. Y. there bas been a season of grace.— 
Since May last, 196 have been baptized in one church, and 11 in Richland. 

Tke Baptist charch in Southbridge, Mass. las received 27 by baptism 
ig the late revival there, and others are believed to have been brov cht tu 
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EFFECTS OF FAITH. 285° 


1817, this church had but 27 members ; it has now 87 — Christian Watch- 


man. 

In Sempronius, Cayuga co. N. Y.a work ofgrace commenced some time 
since, in which God has. evinced the strength of his love, in drawing souls 
unto himself by Jesus Christ. The work has not been rapid, ‘nor boiste- 
rous, but steady and thorough. A goodly number have been added to the 
church. Eleven were baptized the last sabbath in December, and in alt 
about 40 have been baptized. May the good work go on, until the name 
of Jesus is loved in every heart, and praised in every house. 

In Hamilton pte gs at Clinton, Oneida co. N. Y. the Lord has of late 
appeared in his glory, in bowing sinners to himself. [iow rich is that 
grace W hicit Is often exhibited in the humbling of proud men—in softening 
the heart which had long resisted the influence of truth ! About 20 stu- 
dents have hopefially cape rienced a change of heart, and a number more 
are very serious. It is de voutly desired that it may extend an unlimited 
sway over all the members of the institution ; and from them may many 
go forth as messengers of salvation to sinful men, through Jesus Christ: 
and then may many be made willing, in the day of his power, to consecrate 
to God all their natural and accuired abilities, and cheerfully use their time 
and influence in promoting thit Kingdom which is not of this world. 
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EFFECTS OF FAITH. 

At acollection for benevolent purposes, an age ‘d pious man in the con- 
gregation felt a desire in his heart to pnt in something to the offering of the 
1, ord ¢ but he was poor—he had nothing togive. Still his heart was se 
full of ‘love to the cause of God, which was to be advanced by the contri- 
bution, and he felt so desirous to be an instrument to help it forward, that 
he borrowed twenty-five cents of cne of his neighbours, end cast it into the 
treasury. [is wife, although a follower of God, had not the same feeling 
on the subject with her husband. She blamed hit m for the deed, saving, 
“we are poor, we had nothing for ourse Ives to live upon—much ‘om them 
were we able to part with any thing ; and vet you have even borrowed 
money, and given it away. “ Mary, my deat “Mary,” says the affection- 
ate husband, “ do not blame me. I thought it was my duty todo it for the 
sike of C hrist my Lord, who died for me. I believe he will send us the 
money again in kis own time and way. I can trust him. I feel a witness 
within my breast that he will not forsake us. Shall we not give something 
in that cause in which Jess gave his life ? Shall we make no sacrifices for 
[lim who sacrificed his all for sinners—for his enemies—to provide an in- 
heritance for them, when they shall be put out of possession of this world 5” 
Weeks passed away, and nothing occurred by which they were convinced 
that ne had favoured them on account of that donation ; and the faithful 
wife, whose retentive memory had preserved all the circumstances in their 
iene vivid colours, reminds her kind companion that the Lord had not 
sent them that money yet! Six months rolled away, and the husband was 
informed, twice that number of times, about the mone y, and that God had 
tot sent it to them 3 and as often re plied that he believed he would make 
it upto them in some way, for he did itin faith. At length the god of this 
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ae + assembles a multitude of his votaries, to sacrifice to him their time 
and money, in testing the speed of a horse, Some days were spent in this 
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sinful sport, minding earthly things, glorying in that which ought to be 
their shame ; during which time, opportunity was afforded for this pious 
man to enetihe acquainted with an aged sinner, who had come a distance 
to attend the races, and who had taken a deep share in them, as he quarter. 
ed in the mean time in the neighbourhood. After the holy-days Were 
passed, and the sportsman was about returning home, the old man’s mind 
became suddenly and deeply affected wish the thought that it was the duty 
to reprove that old sinner for his folly, and exhort him to repentance. He 
called at his lodgings, and said, “ I think itistime, Mr. W———-, for such 
old men as you and I are, er heads are blossoming for the grave, to 
leave off horse-racing, and all our sinful practices, and prepare to die. | 
think it is time, high time, for us to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and lay up treasures for eternity. Do not take this advice unkind. 
ly. Lam your friend, and wish you well ; but your soul is in danger.”— 
My soul,” says the sportsm: in, “is well moon off. I have no fear of 
hell—all will be happy in another world.” — “ But,” replied Mr. Humble, 
& without holiness no man shall see the Lord. You are a sinner, and must 
be born again, or youcannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus 
did not die to save souls in their si as, but to save his people from their sins.” 
The sportsman looked at bim with some attention ; his silver locks, vene. 
rable countenance, and modest address, commanded iis respect and es- 
teem ; and thinking, from his appearance, that he was very poor, says 
« Old man, what do you want the most of any thing in the world 7” AF 
ter a moment’s s pause, Mr. Humble re plied, * | want more of the grace of 
God, the most of any thing in the world, that T may be more humble, more 
faithful, more watchful and prayerful, and live more to the glory of God 
every day.” The aportemes took a dollar from his pocket, and gave it to 
the old man, and said, * Vake this as an expression of my good will to. 
wards you.” It was modestly refused.“ But take it,” says the sports 
man, “ it is my pleasure to give it you; and if vou will: come to the place 
where I live. I will give you a horse lend of provision and clothing.” The 
old gentleman retired. blessing God for this sup ply ; who, having the hearts 
of all men in his hand, could, from this man of the world, send him money, 
as readily as at another time he could send itto his servant Peter by a fis h. 
On entering his dwelling, “ Mary,” says the benevolent husband, my 
dear, see here, God eas sent us that money which I gave in charity las 
spring, ; and see, “iary, how good the Lord is—he has sent us four-fold. 
TI gave but two shillings. and he has sent us eight. Iam ashamed of my- 
self that I did not give any more. 
“ He will restore what we resign, 
* Or give us blessings more Divine.” 

Christian reader, when have you | given money for the support of thie 
Gospel at home, or for the spread of it abroad—for a spread of Bibles, 
Religious Tracts, or other e vangelical knowledge of Divine things, ané 
have not had it restored to you again four-fold, ts rot found yoursel! 
enriched in your soul, or in your te mporal substance, or both?“ Trust ix 
God and do goud, so ’ shalt thou dwell in the land, and richly thou shalt b 


fed.” 


It is to lit le purpose that our faces are heavenward while our hearts at 
grovelling upon the earth. 
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DONATIONS. 
DONATIONS 
Collected by by Elder J. Peck. 
Collection in Troy, Cash, $8 30)! in the counties of Che- 
Eliza G. Salisbury, aged 4 nango and Madison, in 
years, 295 property, 
Elizabeth Burch, 25||Frem General Govern- 
Solomon Holister, 50 ment, cash, 
Mary Clements, 50'| Availsof Eld. J. Cornell’s 
Nephthali Guild, 1 00 tour, already received of 
William Smith, 50 eld. J.. Peck, cash, 
Jacob Smith, 50 || and a quantity of clo-~ 
William Smith, 2 00j| thing, the particulars to 
Thomas Swartwout, 1 00;| be given hereafter. 
Cornelius Schouton, 25 | Member for life. 
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Zebalon Mott, 


Collected by sisters Peck 


and Hubbel, 
Collected. at Newtown, 
do __ at Cliftonpark, 1 
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Ashnah Lawton, by his 
own subscription, 
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do at: Burnthill, 52 | 1 Dy 
do at Middletown, 25 | ile = M. —- 
Eld. Abijah Peck, oo || Betsey Falmer, cash, — 
Collected by Miss J. E. | Denison Palmer, 3 pr. mit- 
Roberts, Utica, 62 | nied . ala 
In property. | ; preg manne “Tepitie 
Cynthia Sheldon, 1 00} the following articles : 
Mrs. Salisbury, 1 50 |] Eleven yds flannel at 4s. 
Sarah Northrup, 38 || per yard, 
Collected in Half-Moon, 25 06 || Cash, 
do at Ballstown, 6 00! One pair socks, 
do by Miss J. k. Ro- six do do 
berts, and Mrs. Fields, ‘One do mittens, 
Utica, 8 19 1 Fifteen knots thread, 


Mr. Lathrop of Mentz, by 
the hand of Eld. Jef- 
ens, 2 calf skins, anda 
small bundle of cloth- 
ing for Indian children, 
Received by the Board in Fenner, 
Nov. 24th. 
Lysander Female Society, 
by Eld. J. Gilbert, in 
cash and other property, 6 62) 
Cynthia Osgood, 32 50! 
Nathan Gilbert, by A. Ben- 
net 50} 


b] 
Collected by Eld. N. Peck, 
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Sei pair socks, 
; Collection in cash, 


Total, 


, Hannah Breed, Manlius, 
3 vds. flannel, at 3s. Od. 
per yard, 

Three pair socks, 

Mary Strong, 1 pair mit- 
tens, 

| Deborah Cowen, Mexico, 
2 pair socks, 

A friend to Missions, 5 pr. 
socks, 
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60 81 
300 00 


200 00 


10 00 


Mexico, Jan. 25, 1825. 
Donations received by the Hamilton 


79 


1 12 


5 50 
1 00 
44 
2 19 
25 
60 
37 
1 94 


$12 29 


1 3l 
1 12 


37 
79 


1 29 
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rhe most ridiculous of all men is a proud minister; be cannot use his 
own tools without cutting his own fingers. 
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Written on retiring from the view of an evening scene of gaiety and 
ata fusnionable watering place. 


dancing, 


POETRY. 


From the Christian Herald. 


: LINES 


Ah! how perverted, and how blind 
With allits powers, the human mind ; 
Ilow fallen from a heavenly clime, 
The devotee of sense and time ? 


Behold the energies of man, 
Form’d on his Maker’s hely plan, 
To exercise on things divine, 
A round of pleasure now confine. 


Forgetful of his high descent, 

‘To feed on husks see man content ; 
And starving the immortal mind, 
He teeds, he swells it with the wind. 


Life, precious season, wastes away, 
And night will soon extinguish day 3; 
Ab! how will souls in heaven appear, 
Call’d to account for seasons here. | 


What will they say, when angeis jom 
In praise and service all divine ; 

Or how appease an injured God, 
Wholife, and health, and time bestowed ? 


Ts S!ammon’s service more desir‘d, 
False popnenrs wantonly attir’d ? 
Are these preferr’d to works of faith, 


Alth gh their wages paid be ** DEATH ¢” 


Almighty makerof my soul, 
M. ad 
My blindness heal, my lusts control ; 


Relieve me from the love of sin, 
Make heav’n itse}f on earth begin. 


Give me to find a sure employ, 
Jn soothing grief, in sharing joy ; 
In walking as my Saviour trod, 
The path to glory and to God ! 


The shall no tedious heurs oppress, 
No vanity my niind possess ; 

Nor angels weep to see me fly 

Una sin’s gay wing, “ content to die.” 
Bat here my life with active zeal, 

lts mimerous duties shall fulfil ; 

Aad Jesus’ power my person raise 

To an eternity of praise. 

3323. 





D. B. 
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